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Statewide Assessments:
Parent/Guardian Participation Guide and Refusal Information

Yoiar sludent’s Darnoapation in SIalewide JE5e3EmeEnts I imBortant 33 it alhows ywoiar sehsd and district to ensune all
students hive scoess 1o a high-quality education, In the past, stisdents with disabilities and English learners were
aften excluded lrom statesdde assessments. By requiring that all students take statewsde assessments, schools and
teachers have more information to see how all students ane dolng. This helps schools 10 continucushy improve the
education they previde and to identily groups, grades, or subjects that may need additional support.

Assetsments Connect to Standards mnmmmm and

Statewide assessments ane based on the MCA and MTAS an the annual assessments in neading,

tinntsa Academe Handards or the WIDA riathermnatics and science that meature a snapshot of student
English Language Develogment Standards. learning of the Mnnesota K—12 Acadernic Standasds.

These standards define the bnowledge and

skills students should be leaming in K=12

public and charer schools. Minnesota ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for English Learners
priaritizes high-quality education, and

The ACCESS and Altermnate ACCESS are the annual assessments for
statewide adsessments gives educators and
leaders an oppartunity to evaluate student English learners that provide information aboat thedr progness in
sind tehaal Wueeedd. learning academic English based an the 'WiIDA English Language
Devebopment Standards.

Statewide Assessments Help Families and Students

Farticipating in statewide assessments helps families see a snapshot of their student’s leaming 50 they can advocate
for their seceess in scheel. High sehoal students can uge MCA residis:
+ For course placerment af o Minnesota State college of university. H shdents receive a college-ready soone, they
mdry rved maeied B take 4 remedial, noncredit cowrse for that subgect.
* For Postiecondary Enroliment Options (PSEQ] and College in the Schools programs,

English learmers who takos the ACCESS ar Altemate ACCESS dnd et cértain reguinements hive the opportunity bo
exit (rarm English learmer programs.

Taking Statewide Assessments Helps Your Student’s School

Statewide assessments provide information to your scheol and district about how all students are engaging with the
content they learn in schoal. This information helps:

*  Educators evaluate their indtrectional materials.

& Schools and districts Idrn!il'lfinl:quil:l:—s between groups, explore root cawses and implement supports.

* School and district leaders make dectibons about how 1o use money nd resources 1o support 3l students.

Student Participation in Statewide Assessments

Student participation in state and locally requined assessments is a parent/guardian cholce. If you choose to have
your Sudent not participate in 3 stalewide assestment, pleate provide a reason for youwr decision on the farm.
Conact your student’s school to learn mone dbaut lecally requined assessments.
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